
Lectura del Verano 

(Summer Reading) 

!Bienvenidos a la clase de español! I am your Spanish teacher and am so excited 

that you decided to learn a new language. I am also ecstatic to introduce you 

to our new Summer Reading Program I am starting within the Spanish 1 

classes this year.  

In order to learn a new language, I want to prepare you by having you 

immersed into the cultures.  Notice I stated cultures.  That is because even 

though the language is the same, the cultures vary.  The books listed below 

were written by Latino/Latina authors and have been written in a way that 

represents the cultural experiences of their characters. 

Paso a Paso… (Step by step…) 

Paso 1 Select a book.  These books are about characters residing here in 

the United States.  Some books are closer to home (Texas) and you will feel a 

connection with. 

Paso 2 While reading, make annotations in your chosen novel. If this is not 

your own copy and are unable to mark up and make notes, you may use sticky 

notes. 

How do I annotate? 

As you read through the text, follow the 4 steps below: 

1) Circle Key terms: names of people, places, and/or dates 

2) Highlight unfamiliar words and define them. (some books may have a 

vocabulary list given) 

3) Underline anything you want to remember. (something significant) 

4) Write notes in margin or on a sticky note.  

Paso 3 Make sure you are able to discuss your book with me.  We will be 

answering questions and keeping a journal during our Warm-Up on a daily basis 

once school begins. 

Helpful Hint: 

  Do not wait until the week before school begins to try and read 

and annotate your books.  Summer reading should be enjoyable yet an 

educational cultural experience. 



 

  

   

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

   

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

   

 

 

   

 

When Lupita learns Mami has cancer, she is terrified by the possibility of losing her 

mother, the anchor of her close-knit family. Suddenly, being a high school student, 

starring in a play, and dealing with friends who don't always understand, become 

less important than doing whatever she can to save Mami's life. 

 

While her father cares for Mami at an out-of-town clinic, Lupita takes charge of her 

seven younger siblings. As Lupita struggles to keep the family afloat, she takes 

refuge in the shade of a mesquite tree, where she escapes the chaos at home to 

write. Forced to face her limitations in the midst of overwhelming changes and 

losses, Lupita rediscovers her voice and finds healing in the power of words. 

 

Perfect Mexican daughters do not go away to college. And they do not move out of 

their parents’ house after high school graduation. Perfect Mexican daughters never 

abandon their family. 

 

But Julia is not your perfect Mexican daughter. That was Olga’s role. 

 

Then a tragic accident on the busiest street in Chicago leaves Olga dead and Julia 

left behind to reassemble the shattered pieces of her family. And no one seems to 

acknowledge that Julia is broken, too. Instead, her mother seems to channel her 

grief into pointing out every possible way Julia has failed. 

 

But it’s not long before Julia discovers that Olga might not have been as perfect as 

everyone thought. With the help of her best friend Lorena, and her first kiss, first 

love, first everything boyfriend Connor, Julia is determined to find out. Was Olga 

really what she seemed? Or was there more to her sister’s story? And either way, 

how can Julia even attempt to live up to a seemingly impossible ideal? 

To be thirteen is worthless, Trino thinks. Trino has three little brothers he's 

supposed to look after, and no father he can look up to. He rules at video games, 

but in the classroom and out in the real world he's barely getting by --just like his 

mom, who scarcely manages to pay the bills and feed her kids by working all the 

time. Trino gets angry at his terrible life; but when an older teen with a vicious 

streak invites him to hang with his crowd -- and maybe make some quick money 

too --Trino doesn't know what to think. What kind of choices does he have, 

anyway? To run or die? 



  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

  

  

 

 

 

   

 

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Danny's tall and skinny. Even though he’s not built, his arms are long enough 
to give his pitch a power so fierce any college scout would sign him on the 

spot. Ninety-five mile an hour fastball, but the boy’s not even on a team. Every 

time he gets up on the mound he loses it. 
 

But at his private school, they don’t expect much else from him. Danny’ s 
brown. Half-Mexican brown. And growing up in San Diego that close to the 
border means everyone else knows exactly who he is before he even opens his 
mouth. Before they find out he can’t speak Spanish, and before they realize his 

mom has blond hair and blue eyes, they’ve got him pegged. But it works the 
other way too. And Danny’s convinced it’s his whiteness that sent his father 
back to Mexico. 

 
That’s why he’s spending the summer with his dad’s family. Only, to find 
himself, he may just have to face the demons he refuses to see--the demons 

that are right in front of his face. And open up to a friendship he never saw 

coming. 

In Dos Rios, Texas, life is all about borders -- and what happens when you 
cross the line. 
 

Nothing is simple in a border town like Dos Rios, in the Rio Grande Valley of 
Texas. Even for high school students Fabiola Garza and her younger sister 
Alexis, whose parents run a local Tex-Mex restaurant, Dos Rios is full of 

borders -- where you should go, who your friends should be, which boy you 
should date. 
 

Dos Rios is also full of opportunities, but it's a town divided, between the 

haves and the have-nots, the Whites and the Mexicans-Americans, the 
Texans and the Mexicans, the legal and illegal. But through it all, the Garza 
sisters have each other. Water can be crossed, but blood is the ultimate 

borderline -- no matter what. 

It all starts when Marisa picks up the wrong cell phone. When she goes to 

return it, she feels something she's never felt before, something a bit like . . . 

love. 

 

But Marisa and Rene aren't exactly a match made in heaven. For one thing, 

Marisa is a chola, and she isn't petite; she's a lot of girl, and she's not 

ashamed of it. Skinny Rene, however, gangles like a sackful of elbows and 

wears a calculator on his belt. In other words, he's a geek. So why can't 

Marisa stay away from him? 

 

Award-winning author Gary Soto deftly captures all the angst, expectation, 

and humor that comes with first love in this swift, lighthearted romance. 



 

  

  

  

  

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Efrén Nava’s Amá is his Superwoman - or Soperwoman, named after the 

delicious Mexican sopes his mother often prepares. Both Amá and Apá 

work hard all day to provide for the family, making sure Efrén and his 

younger siblings Max and Mía feel safe and loved. 

 

But Efrén worries about his parents; although he’s American-born, his 

parents are undocumented. His worst nightmare comes true one day 

when Amá doesn’t return from work and is deported across the border to 

Tijuana, México. 

 

Now more than ever, Efrén must channel his inner Soperboy to help take 

care of and try to reunite his family. 

Celeste Marconi is a dreamer. She lives peacefully among friends and 

neighbors and family in the idyllic town of Valparaiso, Chile—until one 

day when warships are spotted in the harbor and schoolmates start 

disappearing from class without a word. Celeste doesn’t quite know what 

is happening, but one thing is clear: no one is safe, not anymore. 

 

The country has been taken over by a government that declares artists, 

protestors, and anyone who helps the needy to be considered 

“subversive” and dangerous to Chile’s future. So Celeste’s parents—her 

educated, generous, kind parents—must go into hiding before they, too, 

“disappear.” Before they do, however, they send Celeste to America to 

protect her. 

 

As Celeste adapts to her new life in Maine, she never stops dreaming of 

Chile. But even after democracy is restored to her home country, 

questions remain: Will her parents reemerge from hiding? Will she ever 

be truly safe again? 

After Tyler's father is injured in a tractor accident, his family is forced to 

hire migrant Mexican workers to help save their Vermont farm from 

foreclosure. Tyler isn’t sure what to make of these workers. Are they 

undocumented? And what about the three daughters, particularly Mari, 

the oldest, who is proud of her Mexican heritage but also increasingly 

connected her American life. Her family lives in constant fear of being 

discovered by the authorities and sent back to the poverty they left 

behind in Mexico. Can Tyler and Mari find a way to be friends despite 

their differences? 



 

   

 

   

When Odilia and her four sisters find a dead body in the swimming 
hole, they embark on a hero’s journey to return the dead man to his 

family in Mexico. But returning home to Texas turns into an odyssey 
that would rival Homer’s original tale. 
 

With the supernatural aid of ghostly La Llorona via a magical earring, 
Odilia and her little sisters travel a road of tribulation to their long-
lost grandmother’s house. Along the way, they must outsmart a witch 

and her Evil Trinity: a wily warlock, a coven of vicious half-human 
barn owls, and a bloodthirsty livestock-hunting chupacabras. Can 
these fantastic trials prepare Odilia and her sisters for what happens 
when they face their final test, returning home to the real world, 

where goddesses and ghosts can no longer help them? 


